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2 EDITORIAL COMMENT 

VALE! ST. JO! 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the Supervisors' National Conference is 
past. But this does not mean that its activity is over. The throng of visitors, 
the excellent program, the largest registration in the history of our Association ; 
these are matters which can be chronicled and eventually forgotten. Two devel- 
opments, however, will continue their work long after the St. Joseph meeting is 
a matter of history only. First, the spirit of solidarity ; and secondly, the spirit 
of progress. Both of these have been present in preceding meetings, but they 
were focused and made to function to a supreme point at St. Joseph. Prseident 
John W. Beattic, by his unusual executive ability and his complete devotion during 
the past months, has knit the Conference together more solidly than it ever has 
been before. It now presents the firmest united front of its career. In the way 
of progress nothing is more epoch making than the enthusiastic reception by the 
Conference as a whole of that Herculean task of the Educational Council, namely, 
the presenting of a detailed outline of course of study for music in the grades. 
The Conference in general session at once recognized the remarkable step for- 
ward that had been made and the promise of still greater advances when the 
eleven members of that Council were able to present a uanimous report covering 
the aims, material, procedure, and attainments to be expected in each of the 
eight grades. 

With no implication that these attributes have not been evident in preceding 
meanings, it seems to the editor of the Journal at least that the St. Joseph meeting 
may well be characterized as the one which crystallized the spirit of unity and the 
spirit of progress. 



INTRODUCING MR. BOWEN 
With this issue your present editor relinquishes his post and Mr. George 
Oscar Bowen of Ann Arbor, Mich., picks up the pen, typewriter, dictaphone, 
blue pencil, or whatever instrument he as editor will yield. He comes into this 
work with considerable experience along similar lines, with a willingness to serve, 
and with a fine, kindly spirit and generous judgment which ought to result in an 
excellent Tournal. If all of the many contributors to the Journal will continue 
their kindly inteerst and if all the rest of you will comply with Mr. Bowen's 
requests for assistance there is abundant hope for continued growth and develop- 
ment in our little magazine. Remember then that all future communications for 
the Journal, beginning with the September, 1921 issue, are to go to Ann Arbor. 



EXPLAINING SOME OMISSIONS 
The report of the Educational Council on the course of study for the grades 
has crowded out a number of other items the editor had planned upon including. 
He refers to the additional material on glee clubs, summer schools, additional 
contributors to the Journal fund, several book reviews, and a large number of 
notes from the field. His only defense is that nothing could be more valuable 
for the great mass of our readers than this report of the Educational Council 
which, by its unanimous adoption by the Conference becomes the voice of the 
Music Supervisors' National Conference regarding music work in the eight grades. 
Moreover, he must call attention to the fact that a considerable number of sum- 
mer sessions are advertised in this issue of the Journal so that much of the 
material which was ready for printing merely duplicates these advertisements. 
Will you, therefore, good readers, kindly read the advertisements imusually care- 
fully this time — not forgetting of course to mention the Journal when you write 
any advertisers. Concerning the glee club material it may be said that, while 
the lists already published by no means exhaust the subject, they give ideas 
enough for a considerable period. Moreover ,the advertisers are willing to help 
you extend this list. The book reviews have been greatly condensed but at least 
titles are given in almost every instance of material which the Editor hoped to 
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review at greater length. Here again the advertisers will help you. Finally, 
regarding notes from the field, the Editor can with the greatest enthusiasm refer 
you to the forthcoming Book of Proceedings which will contain an amazing 
amount of information from new and fertile fields. If you have not already 
joined the Conference do so at once. Write Karl W. Gehrkens, Oberlin, Ohio, 
our retiring treasurer. He will control the finances until the books have been 
straightened up for this year's business — ^that is, until the report is printed in 
the 1921 Book of Proceedings. You know you are to send him $3.00 if you 
were not a member last year ; $2.00 if you were a member. For this sum you 
will receive a complete report of the St. Joseph meeting. 



A COMMENDABLE OPERATIC ORGANIZATION 
Do you want a good travelling opera company to visit your town ? If so, get 
into touch with the Ralph Dunbar Productions, 1537 E. S3rd St., Chicago, 111. 
The Editor recently attended in Madison — a town of 35,000 — their production 
of Carmen and was surprised and pleased at the adequacy of the performance 
given by their forty singers. It is worth while to hear a strictly American 
company singing in English present Carmen, an opera that in its appeal to ear 
and eye at least suggests many of the good points of the productions in New 
York and Chicago. Success to the Dunbars ! 



A TEACHERS' GLEE CLUB 
As you read over the final installment of Glee Club material think whether 
you cannot institute a glee club of your grade and high school teachers. They 
would enjoy it and would thus be brought into more sympathetic relations with 
your music work. John W. Beattie uses his teachers' club, composed of both 
men and women, as one number on a lyceum or general entertainment course, 
consisting of three concerts and two lectures. In addition to the glee club the 
musical numbers included a fine vocalist and a small instrumental group. 

BACK NUMBERS OF THE JOURNAL 
We have now reached the 13,000 mark in our circulation and are hence 
covering every supervisor and special teacher of music in the United States, its 
territories and dependencies. Some of the new readers or some of the old 
readers whose files are not complete may wish back numbers. If so, send as 
many two cent stamps as you wish copies selected from the following rem- 
nants: Nov. 1914; Jan. 1915; Nov. 1915; Sept. 1916; Nov. 1916; Nov. 1917; 
Jan. 1918; Mar. 1918; Sept. 1918; Nov. 1918; Jan. 1919; Mar. 1919; Nov. 1919. 

THAT JOURNAL FUND : A LAST WORD 
Contributions continue to come in; everybody seems glad to help carry on 
the good work of the Journal and the Educational Council. The extreme prices 
for all printing have made this the hardest year financially that the Journal has 
experienced, and the ultimate balance of our accounts is still in doubt. If you 
haven't sent in a contribution and if you want to aid the finances of the Journal 
and the Educational Council you may still send a contribution to this year's 
Editor at Madison, Wis. 

TAKING OUR AMUSEMENTS SERIOUSLY 
What sort of music do you use for relaxation? Are you teaching music ap- 
preciation in the schools, stressing as you must, the value of the best in music, 
and are you following it up by singing and dancing to the "best sellers" in 
sheet music and records ? Did this contraction strike you at St. Joseph ? Is our 
love for good music only a professional cloak which we throw over our real 
selves? Is the preference for "the classics" only skin-deep? What is your 
own life saying regarding the value of good music? 
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A FAREWELL MESSAGE 
By John W. Beattie, Retiring President. 

Any person who engages in the business of teaching is continually faced with 
petty annoyances of one sort or another. He who measures his success in terms 
of the big, ennobling features of the work, is able to rise above little things, and 
remains an enthusiastic teacher because of the service he may render. 

Those of us who have been directing the affairs of the Music Supervisors' 
National Conference during the past year have had our little difificulties, but we 
have been able to accomplish things which have given us great satisfaction, there- 
fore, we have been willing to devote our time and energies to the work of the 
Conference in a whole heartd spirit of dvotion to a cause 

The St. Joseph -Conference, which was the culmination of our efforts, was 
a splendid success from the standpoint of those who had any part in shaping the 
program. Several things may be mentioned, among those which contributed 
largely to that success. 

1. The excellent cooperation of all St. Joseph organizations interested in 
music, with the executive and music departments of the schools of that city, made 
possible many unusual arrangements looking to our comfort and entertainment. 

2. The membership was not only larger than it was at the corresponding 
time last year but represented a wider range of territory. Three States, Penn- 
sylvania, New York and New Jersey, were responsible for slightly more than 
one-third of our total enrollment at Philadelphia. This year, in order to reach 
our total of more than 1300, active membership campaigns had to be undertaken 
in every State and in nearly every case, our State Chairmen responded nobly. 
The various State Chairmen are entitled to a great deal of credit for our enroll- 
ment, which is something of an achievement in view of the location of our meet- 
ing this year. 

3. The actual attendance was surprisingly large. For the first time in our 
history, an accurat checking system was used so that we might know just how 
many members were present. About half the entire membership attended this 
year and they came from all parts of the country. Our gathering was truly a 
National one. 

4. The program, having been built up largely by members of the Confer- 
ence, contained many new names and some new subjects. Since no group of 
people banded together for the advancement of an ideal can progress without 
the steady infusion of new blood, we have reason to be pleased at the response 
made by members who were strangers to most of us prior to the meeting. 

5. The organization of the Supervisors' Orchestra, the number of instru- 
mentalists discovered among our ranks, the completeness of the instrumentation 
and the professional manner in which they were able to render difficult selections 
after but four rehearsals, was a revelation to many people and gave an impetus 
to instrumental work that was decidedly worth while 

6. The spirit of the meeting was one of friendly cooperation throughout. 
.Starting out with considerable bitterness due to mismanagement of the hotel 
people on the opening day, we were able to bring into play that buoyancy so 
characteristic of our membership and to forget our personal grievances in light 
of the "get together" spirit which would not down. A never to be forgotten 
manifestation of that spirit was present in the Memorial Service on Thursday 
afternoon, when the Conference joined in the singing of Mrs. Gaynor's "Slumber 
Boat" as a tribute to the memory of that wonderful woman. 

7. The report of the Educational Council and its unanimous acceptance by 
the Conference, without question, was a tremendous step forward. Anyone at 
all familiar with the history of the Conference must realize that agreement on 
definite standards, to which adherents of all schools of thought and procedure 
might subscribe, would have been impossible a few years ago. The completion 
of this report, involving months of effort and a rather strenuous series of meet- 
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ings during the days at Saint Joseph, is a tribute to the soundness of the principle 
that we are more interested in ideals than in method or material. 

In finishing my term as President of the Conference, I should be ungrateful 
indeed did I not offer once more, my thanks to all who assisted in any manner 
in making the year so successful. No president ever had more support than was 
accorded me and if everyone will rally to the support of the new president, there 
is no reason why we cannot have 2,000 active members for the next meeting. 



THE FIRST MESSAGE FROM THE NEW REGIME 
By Frank A. Beach, President-elect. 
Our Fourteenth Annual Conference has passed, not into history but into the 
making of history. It marks the beginning of another year for each of us. What 
a marvelous meeting it was ! Too much credit cannot be given to Mr. Beattie, to 
Miss Sanford, to the Educational Council, and to all others responsible for its 
succcess. The Journal of Proceedings cannot convey to our absent members 
what they missed — for their work — for themselves individually. The dominant 
tone — not struck with intention but more and more discernible as the Conference 
progressed, was unmistakably altruistic — ^a determined attitude of regard for the 
opinion of others and of service to others. Notebooks full of practical suggestive 
material are relatively unimportant compared with the individual realization of 
this attitude as opposed to the egoistic aim so often prevalent. In keeping with 
the spirit of the St. Joseph meeting, we may do two things: pass on to a neigh- 
boring supervisor who did not attend, some of the inspiration and practical help 
we received; in the Conference, help to maintain the momentum of interest by 
giving to the newly elected officers the benefit of early suggestion for the conduct 
of our organization during the ensuing year. It is the very earnest hope of the 
Executive Commitee that the next Conference program may be more than ever 
YOUR PROGRAM. This is not a casual remark intended to be popularly demo- 
cratic. It is a step toward what I believe is an inevitable and essential change 
in the policy of our organization — the division of responsibility. As your newly 
elected President I have no desire to shirk. I realize the honor you have done 
me. In accepting the position I have pledged my time and energy without limit. 
The demands and responsibilities of the presidency, however, preclude the election 
of strong men and women who may not be so situated as to enable them to devote 
unlimited time and effort. This should not be. Apparently a paid Secretary is 
not now possible if desirable ; the alternative I hope to follow, namely, to delegate 
in so far as possible to the officers, to the State Chairmen and to the membership 
the responsibility for certain phases of our year's work and of our Annual Con- 
ference. First then, while the recent Conference is fresh in your memory let us 
have you rsuggestions "for the good of the order" and your ideas upon the 
general character as well as detailed suggestions concerning topics and speakers 
for our next Conference program. Failure to comply cannot be otherwise inter- 
preted that that you do not approve the above plan. Already we have had valu- 
able response to a similar appeal made at St. Joseph. Now won't you respond? 

NOTES FROM OUR RETIRING TREASURER 
HERE IS A BARGAIN \ 
We have on hand a comparatively large number of the 1914 Volumes 
containing papers, etc., read at the Minneapolis meeting and during the present 
month it has been decided to sell these at the absurdly low price of fifty cents, 
post paid. The Volume contains the famous address by Dr. Winship of 
Boston entitled "Appreciation of Music Appreciation," as well as addresses 
by Commissioner Claxton, Mr. Will Earhart and others. If you want a copy, 
send me your fifty cents today. 

Will You Helpf 
The Conference needs one hundred additional membership fees in order to 
get out of debt. You need the St. Joseph Book of Proceedings which will contain 
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all the wonderful addresses given at the meeting. Will you help both yourself 
and the Conference by paying your membership fee now? (New members, $3.00 
— renewals, $2.00.) Remember that membership includes a copy of the book and 
you may be assured that this year's volume will contain the most valuable ma- 
terial we have ever issued. It not only has all the addresses (we had several 
unusually strong ones this year) but the report of the Educational Council which 
is alone worth many times the cost of membership. Perhaps you do not know 
that this Educational Council report includes a recommendation of aims, pro- 
cedure and attainments for each of the eight grades and thus at last gives us 
something definite in the way of an ideal to work toward. WHY NOT TODAY ? 
Write to K. W. Gehrkens, Oberlin, Ohio. 



The Fourth Annual Convention of the Eastern Music Supervisors' Con- 
ference will be held in Boston, May 4th, 5th and 6th, with headquarters at the 
Hotel Brunswick. The Conference enters on its fifth year of successful work 
with every hope for a future brighter than its past. 

The conduct of the convention will be slightly different from that in past 
years. In place of the many round tables and discussions which took place 
simultaneously, all meetings of this nature will be held in Huntington Hall, and 
all the members of the conference will be present to reap the benefits. 

The main point throughout the whole meeting will be efficiency in teaching. 
The supervisors will be provided with an epitomized account of each address 
and paper which is to be read, and in this way carry with them a very definite 
impression of the meetings. 

The officers are as follows : George H. Gartlan, New York City, President ; 
Inez Field Damon, Lowell, Mass., First Vice-President ; Louise Westwood, New- 
ark, N. J., Second Vice-President ; Laura Bryant, Ithaca, N. Y., Secretary ; Ar- 
thur F. A. Witte, West New York, N. J., Treasurer. 

Echoes from St. Jo! 

He who would report the St. Joseph meeting can do little more than call upon your 
imagination while he asks you to study the program printed in the two preceding 
journals and attribute to each item a high standard of attainment or, on the other 
hand, bid you to wait until the complete Volume of Proceedings shall appear and 
in that study the astonishing mass of valuable material. 

The program moved along according to the carefully worked out schedule, An 
especially complete and helpful system of registration had been worked out, includ- 
ing not only records that were kept on file at the office of the treasurer, but also the 
printing in the newspaper each day of the complete list of arrivals. The visiting 
of the St. Joseph schools called forth a large attendance and displayed both in the 
class room and in the programs much work that was valuable and suggtestive. Miss 
Clara P. Sanford and her assistants worked unsparingly to acquaint the supervisors 
with every phase of the highly developed music course in St. Joseph. The program 
which they, through the assistance of the St. Joseph Festival Associaiton, had devised 
was full of unusual and delightful offerings, and formed a most important part of 
the week's events. 

In his opening address President Beattie emphasized four attributes of the suc- 
cessful teacher. In the first place, teachers must be fine musicians. They must be 
human, socially minded, and able to mingle with all classes of people. They must 
have creative imagination and a knowledge of subjects other than their own. And, 
finally, they must have executive ability in order to attend to the many business details 
of their work. 

Karl W. Gehrkens gave a scholarly address on the fine art of teaching in which 
he called attention to the necessity of keeping in mind at all times the beauty of music. 
He traced the necessity of laying a broad foundation in the love for music before 
specializing on technical aspects. 

The sectional meetings on Wednesday provided an overwhelming wealth of mater- 
ial and emphasized the degree of spcialization toward which our work is progress- 
ing. Bands, orchestras, choruses, classes of pupils in various aspects of applied 
music such as voice, piano, violin, were in evidence to such an extent that the streets 
seemed to be given over principally to musicians. The most intense interest prevailed 
in all of the well attended round table discussions. 



